The Bush Administration choseto ignoretheselettersand other numerous
pressreports documenting the scope of the Thaksin daughter in Thailand. In
fact after thefirst phase of the crackdown ended in May Thaksinthought he'd
take avacation to Washington D.C. to meet with Bush and tell him about all
the hard work he'sbeen doing fighting drugs. HisvisittotheU.S. was
upgraded fromunofficial to “working” in early June by the State Department
and the Thai delegation secured ameeting with the president for June 12. At
the meeting the two talked about thewar on terrorism and Bush offered

to up gradetheformal security relationship with Thailand to “non- NATO
ally” giving theregimemore accessto weaponry and capital. (ThaksninU.S.:
Thailand to Becomeamajor non-NATO ally, The Nation (Thailand) June 12,
2003). According to Thai government spokesman SitaDivari Bush also
praised Thaksin’swar ondrugsclaiming hewassurprised a Thailand’s
successin drug eradication. The spokesmen also noted with pride“the
president did not voice hisconcern or complain about extra-judicial killings
and silencings during the three month campaign” inadig at local pressfor
negative portrayal s of the campaign. (ibid)

A couple of weeks after the meeting the U.S. Ambassador to Thailand Darryl
Johnson presided over agroundbreaking ceremony for the opening of the new
International Law Enforcement Academy building in Bangkok to train anew
generation of drug warriorsfor theRoyal Thai National Police. “1 would like
to expressmy respect and appreciation for the outstanding resourcefulnessand
support of our Thai colleaguesin thisjoint undertaking... Together, working
through and supporting institutions such as| L EA Bangkok, we can bring
about real change and improvethelivesof our fellow citizens.”

(Embassy of the United Sates of America, Press Release June 27, 2003.

Note: Apparently Ambassador Johnson recently chastised the Thaskin
Administration for not raining in hisdrug police and hol ding them accountable
for their murder of suspects. Toolittletoo late.)

Currently estimatesarethat over 3,000 drug suspectshavebeenkilledin
Thaksin’scampaign to make Thailand “ drug free by December 2@ 2003”, the
Birthday of King Bhumibol Adulyadg . Tensof millionsof U.S. dollars
continueto help fund and train Thai national policeforcesintheir continued
crackdown on drug users, traffickers, and dealers. TheBush Administration’s
support for the Thaksin regimein theface of thisbrutal crackdownisan

“Themilitary and army usetorture and ill- treatment in detention, shortly after arrest,
during transport of detainees, and in military drug treatment camps. Poor Thai people,
migrants, and members of ethnic groupsare particularly vulnerable.” (Thailand:
Widespread Use of Torture-From Policing to Prisons. Amnesty International Press
Release June 11, 2002)

Amnesty went on to describe two Akhatribesmen who were seized by
government agentsin Chiang Rai Provincefor opium detoxification. The men
weredropped inaground hole. “ Sol diersthen poured water, cod, and ashes’
onthem. Hourslater they were questioned, and beaten. Oneman died from the
beatings, the other was hospitalized

with aruptured lung. A year later no investigation had been done. A few years
earlier inthe Suphanburi Province police wereimplicated in the deaths of
three drug suspectsintheir custody. No chargeswerefiled by theAttorney
Genera inthedeaths. Thesetwo examplesdon’t exhaust the number of cases
of drug war police crimesby any stretch.

Throughout the ninetiesand up to the present the Drug Enforcement Agency
hasbeen partnerswith their Thai counterpartsinthedrugwar. This
partnership developed out of U.S. concernsabout heroinetrafficking inthe
Golden Triangleinthe 1970's. Sincethenthe U.S. has provided training,
intelligence and money to the Thai military and policefor drug war
interdiction along their northern border with Burmaand internal drug
enforcement. AstheU.S. interdiction budget grew inthelateeightiesand
nineties so did the scope of drug operationsin foreign countries. Thailand was
no exception. In 1994 the DEA and Thai police started “ Operation Tiger
Trap” ajoint anti- narcoticsinvestigation that brought down Yang Wan-
Hsuan, amajor drug dealer in 2001. U.S. and Thailand government officials
started the International Law Enforcement Academy in 1998 to “ enhancethe
effectivenessof regional cooperation against transnational crimein Southeast
Asia” Today theofficial U.S./ Thailand Embassy web-sitestates“ The U.S.
contributed 4.5 millionin 1998 and 1999 and now providesover 1.5 million
annually in operating funds.” (U.S. Embassy, Bangkok Thailand Narcotics
Ass stancefact Sheet, www.usa.or.th/service/docs/report/narcotics.pdf)

All of theabovewasfairly uncontroversial before February of 2003. If the
Bush Administration had pulled al of itsmateria support fromthe Thai police
and military after reportsof drug blacklists, imprisonment without trials, and
mass policekillings of drug suspects, the Justice Department would still would
beguilty of grossnegligenceinitsfailureto heed human rightsreportsof on



The Royal Thai Massacres
Bush Complicity in Drug War Atrocitiesin Thailand

Hauy Khieng Sang nativesin the north western region of Thailand marched
fromtheir villageto Phrao government district offices 300 miles north of
Bangkok to perform acursing ritual on the 70 National Thailand Police
Officerswho raided their villagein May of 2003 and arrested four community
leaderson drug trafficking charges. Oncethe 200 Hauy Khieng Sang
inhabitantsarrived at the Phrao officesthey set up abamboo table, killed apig
and afew chickensand smeared the blood on two straw effigiesrepresenting
thedrug police. “Wewant the peoplein Phrao district to witnessour cursing
ceremony against the police, who havelabeled innocent peopleasguilty.”
(Thai VillagersPlace Traditional Curseon Thai Police Over Drug War,
Agence France Presse May 8, 2003)

Thefour villageleadersarein the company of thousands of dead and
imprisoned Thai Landerswho’ ve been accused of drug related crimesina
political climate where agovernment accusation isasgood asaguilty verdict.

Thevillageraid was part of athree month Thailand government crackdown on
drugsthat killed over 2,275 up to mid 2003 (the Thaksin Administration
stopped publicizing the number of casualtiesafter Human Rightsgroups
started paying attention to the body count) and incarcerated over 6,700
suspects. (ibid.) The police campaign waslargely “ extrajudicia” meaning
cops shot suspectson sight, jailed them without trialsand framed many
innocentswho were on agovernment “ blacklist” of alleged drug traffickers,
dealers, and users.

To somewho had been following Thailand’shuman rightsrecord the drug war
killings came as somewhat of asurprise. Thailand had ahistory of post World
War |1 dictatorships up through the 1990's. But after adeadly 1992
crackdown on pro democracy demonstratorsin Bangkok, pressurefrom
human rights advocates |ead to the establishment of aNational Human Rights
Commission and the adoption of the Rome Treaty in October of 2001.

But closer observerswere aware of seriousand continuing abuses by national
policeforcesinitsdrug war. According to one June 2002 Amnesty
International brief

accomplicecrimeinitself and should beinvestigated by Congress. Attorney
General Ashcroft could aso do somedigging himself tofind out if any
domestic laws might have been broken, but he might be too busy eagerly
studying how the Thaksin regime got away withitsdrug war massacreto do
much probing into White House complicity inthe Thaksin atrocities.



going police abuse and demand real reformsbefore providing themwith
money and equipment to carry out their repression.

But not only did the Bush Administration continueto fund the Royal Thai
police before, during and after itsviciousdrug war crackdown, it praised the
campaign and proceeded to intensify relationswith the Thaksin government as
theatrocitieswere being committed by police. It'sfair to ask whether any U.S.
resourceswere used to slaughter thousands of drug suspectsand whether this
daughter took placewiththeaid and approval of the Bush Administration.
According to the DEA’sown documentsthe U.S. has spent tensof millionsof
dollarstraining, equipping, and funding domestic Thailand drug enforcement.
Itshard to imaginethat the Thaksin administration would have had the
“intelligence’ or the resourcesto embark on such an ambitiousor brutal
crackdown without that support.

TheThaksn Record

PrimeMinister Thaksin, oneof therichest menin Thailand and aformer
police officer, was el ected to officein 2001 asabenevolent populist, tough but
fair. Hisdominance of Thai mediamadeit hard for hisopponentsto counter
thisportrayal . But soon after hiselection he began to show histruecolors. He
immediately supported and cooperated with the brutal Burmese military
government and ramped up the murderousrepression of Burmeserefugeesand
migrantsaong Thailand’snorthern border (He' squoted as saying “they must
stay intheir placesand must be controlled”) (Yumadee Tunyasiri. PM. Takes
aWhack at UNHCR, Bangkok Post June 28, 2003) Hispoliceforceshad
bloody clasheswith protestersin Hat Yai SangkhlaProvince on December 20
2002 over theenvironmentally disastrous Thal/ Maaysian gas pipeline project
leaving over 100 demonstratorsinjured. He' sa so encouraged aclimate of fear
among pressand human rightsworkerswho dare to speak out against his
policies. Pradit CharoenthaitaweeaaThai National Human Rights
Commissioner received death treats after speaking out against Thaksin’sdrug
war and waswarned by Suranand Vejjajivaaruling party spokesman not to
accuse Thaksin of being adictator. InaMarch 2003 radio address Thaksin
himself claimed Dr. Pradit’'scommentswere“ sickening” and that the human
rightscommissioner wasa“non-patriot” and “whistleblower.” (AsiaPacific
Human Rights Network, www.hrdc.net/sahrdc) Bad things happen to those
who speak thetruth.

Nothingin Thaksinfirst two yearsin office approached thelevel of barbarity
of thedrug police massacres.

Accordingto Thailand’sNational Human Rights Commission

“Onthefirst day of the“war” four suspectswere shot dead, 264 were taken into custody
and 727 met amphetaminetablets...were seized...On 4 March 2003, nearly amonth after
the anti-drug operations began; the death toll had exceeded 1,100. Among thosekilled
were an eight-month pregnant woman, anine-year-old boy and a 75-year-old woman -
all of whom had been unarmed.” (ibid)

Reportsof drug suspectswho turned themsel vesinto policewho wereshot in
custody or, after going to policein an effort to clear their namefromdrug
blacklists, were shot in the back after leaving police stations, werefrequent.
Attemptsto launch anindependent investigationinto the‘ extrajudicial
killings have been thwarted by Thaksin government officialswho refuseto
provide documents, beinterviewed, or testify about the campaign.

Thechair of the Commission, Charan Dithapichai has condemned the
intransigence and i ntimidation coming from the Thaskin government but his
protestshavefalenondeaf earsinThailand andintherest of theworld.

A deafeningsilence

Itsnot asif the Bush Administration didn’t know what wasgoing downin
Thailand. The United Nations Commission on Human Rights specid
repporteur AsmaJahangir expressed “ deep concern” about the* extra-judicid
executions’ inthe spring of 2003. Before Prime Minister Thaksin cameto the
U.S. for thefirst timeasahead of statein June 2003 Human RightsWatch
sent theWhite House aletter detailing the drug war atrocitiestaking place.
The June 9" | etter mentioned the over “ 2000 killings” and quoted

Thai government officiasincluding Thaksin himself on the drug crackdown.
“Inthiswar drug dealersmust die.” (Letter to U.S. President George Bush:
PressThaksinon Extra-judicial Executions, Burma. Human RightsWatch
June9, 2003). It aso quoted Interior Minister Wan Muhamad Nor Matha
referring to the drug crackdown. “ They will be put behind barsor even vanish
without atrace...who cares?’ (ibid) The Human RightsWatch report politely
mentioned that the U.S. reputation may be* sullied by associationwitha
bloody and murderous campaign in the name of thewar ondrugs’ dueto our
on going anti- narcoticstraining and money tothe Thai police. (ibid)
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